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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions m this international application, as follows: 
(See extra sheet.) 



As all required additional search Ices were timely paid he the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 

L— — I As only some of the required additional search foes were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims lor which lees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this internal ional search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1 and 3-7 . 



Remark on Protest □ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

□ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box No. Ill of continuation of first sheet (2) 

In order for a group of inventions claimed in claims to satisfy the 
requirement of unity of invention, there must be "special technical 
features" for linking the group of inventions so as to form a single 
general inventive concept. 

In this connection, whether the technical matter common to claims 
1 and 2 "Al-containing high-purity Ru powder" can be "special technical 
features" will be studied . A high-purity Ru raw material powder wherein 
the content of each of aluminum, etc. is <1 ppm is described in the prior 
art reference JP 2000-178721 A (Mitsubishi Materials Corp.) 27 June, 
2000 (27.06.00), Par. No. [0005]. Thus, the above common matter is not 
a novel feature and consequently cannot be "special technical features". 
Further, as a high-purity Ru raw material powder wherein the content 
of each of alkali metals and aluminum is <1 ppm is described in the JP 
2000-178721 A, it can be stated that the invention of claim 1 per se 
lacks novelty. 

Consequently, there exist no "special technical features" for linking 
the group of inventions claimed in claims 1-7 so as to form a single 
general inventive concept. Therefore, it is apparent that the 
requirement of unity of invention is not satisfied. 

Now, the number of groups of inventions linked with each other so 
as to form a general inventive concept, claimed in the claims of this 
international application will be studied. 

It appears that there are described at least two inventions grouped 
into : 

•Claim 1 and parts of claims 3 to 7 quoting claim 1, and 



•Claim 2 and parts of claims 3 to 7 quoting claim 2. 



